* N 
5 — 
ud 


© — EY 1 


"if 4X 


* / + 
1 k a 4 * : oi as we * A 2 | 
$1 = f rw ** * 5 
5 N £1 8 
e N þ 
" 4. * * 2 . 
” ML 
* — 
* 
5 1 
5 
* | | 
% ; | 
* N 
— | 
Fe" + x 
. by | 
7%" 
$ : | Py | 
ey - " / 1 
4 © : * 4 
LF © 7 N Y we . R 
£ 84 Pate - | 
* x 4 
4 * 
+. * 
by 2 
4 
FS; bs 
1 „ . a * £4 3 * 
0 — % * * 
n Regard to a la 
2 ; 2 % — - * 
F e 1 a ; ; 2 ü 
od * *'> > * , F 3 $04 " 
J : "<..- * : 
2 LS 9 - * Fo " ” * - . 
1 * 8 1 . 9 4 * 4 4 8 _ 
Fob 6 Ac 4 - ** a IETF" 8 5 4 
f 1 — — WE” * 3 — 1 5 *— „* — | 
f 4 1 4 * 2 
$ ; . ; ; | 
Ci fy a 8 25 
* * , a ; 
Y > p 
* 
5 Iſe neſcia 22 
be 4 Ss : 1 5 | : 
Fo 3 2 1 5 | 1 * 
7 * * 2 4 3 f : : 
* 5 <p > j 2 8 ö i : . N | 
0 *-» x a 
=". > ver An aut nit fecures 5 
i | 7 f | Y | 
* * 8 2 1 
iii 10 ar Au. > | 
-. 1 * 2 * £ <> B's 
1 - f 
” 8 N ** 4 — 1 | 5 91 $ HA 
Kees . J 
8 . . I IIK. 
"Ba ö * 3 
 ; x" * g : a x 
* 
7 8 k 
n n N — ＋ 
* * - 


x "Us . A 
8 W. *4 1 y 7 * 1 a K 9 73 
LT Ft "Fine: e 27 WES: N TRENT 


n * Ws, 14 


FE 
. 


"ap 


as ; 4 . P . 
R 
. 
r 2 * * * 4 4 * 


" / 
7 
WP + bs 


rg mate. ps > — Ap ig — 2 — — 


3 


2 
** 
22 LOW 


* 722 
* 4 


5 — ., "Oy - 
2 + JE 2 ar” 
A 7 Es 2 e 2 
» 5 K % * b x N by * 0 * 
* " . A : x \ * . 
. _ o 


2 
7 


5 


oo 
2. 
. 


r 


DJ, 


Tc " 


r 
N ö VI” >" 25 5 


— 

< 

N ts, A, IS. 

PE 7.4 6 
A 
— . = 

* 5d 


— 2 Ay 


8 in 5 ay 


KH, 2 2 b 
een x 
— 


. 


3 
% 


3 * 0 » 5 as 

2 3 - ; 29 
FFF 
** 3 * "A. 8 N 


2 


N 
a 
ä * 
* I. 2 


7 ” N 3 8 
i 1 7 


5 "A 


f 1 
N 
, + 


* 


= 


FEET 


r . 


* Re — 


0 : A 25 
N TSP; * 


- 
* 
o 
1 
* 


- I 
dy — * 2 
1 * CY 7 eh 8 
to BH * n 
n 
E 7 * 8 
1 * 


* W- * 
N 


Ss x 


. 


& 
5 
Los 7 5 : 25 * 


5 N * 


* 
* 
* 
= 
BY © 
nt WE 
* a 
* 3 
* 
s mt 4 


— Pony — wp. te ty". : 4 _ b 1 6 —— Oe yy. . —_— - + 8 
< CERT 2 * — CO es eee , rr . ‚— .. e 


8 g un 5 


A NS w E R 


An APOLOGY for a late 
Reſignation, &c. 


DEAR SIR, 


Date than the late Æra o 
ble L—d's Reſignation, came very 


ſeaſonably to my Hands, various Conjec- 


tures are generally made upon the Source 
and Motive of ſuch Events as are moſt 


intereſting: The Mind of Man, fond of 


new Diſcoveries, is more ingenious in aſ- 
cribing them to probable Cauſes, than 


1 aſſiduous in Endeavours to penetrate the 


real Truth. Vour Letter found us very 
buſy in Diſquiſitions of this kind, and 1 
hope it will ſettle the Conteſt; but as I am 
now, for the Conveniency of my Friends, 
cauſing a Tranſlation to be made of it into 


: the Fun Language, before I can be 
A 


convinced 
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O U R Letter without my other 
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convinced I do juſtice to your Sentiments, 
I think it reaſonable to inform you, how 
I conceive this Matter to ſtand, and at the 
ſame Time, relate to you, the Surmiſes of 
People, before and after the Receipt of 
Your Letter. | 


When I conſulted you on the Subject 
of my L— d's Reſignation, I thought I 
was merely writing to a Friend, and Cor- 
reſpondent, who might gather from the 
general Notions of the knowing Part of 
Mankind, ſufficient Grounds to form his 
Conjectures ; but I find I have fortunately 
pitched on an intimate Boſom Friend of 
His Lo-—'s, and one for whom his Heart 
is ſo open, that not only private Confe- 
rences, and deep laid Schemes, but even 
Secrets of State are to be ſacrificed to his 
Friendſhip, and intruſted to his Diſcretion. 
And J hope, Dear Sir, you have not ren- 
dered yourſelf unworthy of ſo great a 
Confidence, and that all you have tranſ- 
mitted to me for the Information of my 
Country- men, has undergone a proper In- 
ſpection and Scrutiny, and been laid before 
His L-—, for a ſerious Approbation; at 
leaſt, as I know your Prudence, I cannot 
but conclude this to be the Caſe. 


* . Agreeable 


2421 


Agreeable to the Declaration you ſet 
out with, and purſuant to your ſanguine [ 
Deſire, the Event in queſtion, ſhall, and 4 
muſt give us Pleaſure: And ſure ſome 
Good may be apprehended, to attend an 
| Event that honeſt Men rejoice at; and 4 

this is our Hope! That a filly Sett of Men _ 
ſhould have found Means to catch his - 

Lo—'s great Depth and Penetration, fo 1 

far a Napping, as to enſnare and make a 

Property of Ham, 1s really a Pity, for a Y 

Man of his ſublime Genius ; but we muſt 1 

believe it, as it is in Fact the Baſis of your | 
| apological Argument ; I ſhall now proceed 

to digeſt your Letter in the ſame Order 
you have couched it. 


In this Democracy of ours, if I may P4.1.7,8. 
ſo call it at preſent, every Man in Power 
is of courſe, ſuppoſed to have Abilities, 
and theſe Words are fo ſynonimous with 
us, that I am deviliſhly atraid my Tran- 
flator ſhould ſubſtitute the one for the 
other; however, I ſhall attend this material 
Circumſtance, and think it alſo prudent, 
to omit what you immediately after ſug- 
geſt, that neither of theſe fell to bis L—1, 10. 
Share: That be was diſgraced, and bot | 
his Character. The firſt of theſe in- 1] 
A 2 deed, — 
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diſgracit. deed, rendered literally in the French 


Language, means no more than a Perſon 
out of Place or Favour, which might 
3 ſoften any injurious Reflection; 

ut the latter indicates a Blemiſh not ea- 
fily effaced by an Alteration of Mea- 
ſures, and it ſeems to require at leaſt an 
Amende Honorable, to reinſtate the De- 
linquent into his Pre- eminencies. Deceit, 
Colluſion, and among many other Things I 
have been told, that in your Country reveal- 
ing private Converſation, bear a Stamp of this 


kind, and are liable to this Conſequence; 


and ſurely no Imputation of this ſort, will 
be levelled but in Proportion as His Lo 8 
Conduct ſhall be deemed deſerving of it, 
upon the Face of your ingenuous, and 
doubtleſs, authorized, Apology. 


I expatiated, in a late Meeting with ſome 
of our Politicians, and warmly too, in re- 
gard to my L—d's Behaviour in the Years 
43, and 44, and enlarged on his great 
Penetration and ſolid Judgment, in fore- 
ſeeing the fatal Conſequences of protractin 
a War on the Continent, in reſpect te 


England, as well as Holland. But little 


Succeſs has attended my Remonſtrances, 


for they will have it, that in his late Em- 


baſſy he preſſed their entering into vigo- 


rous 


rous Meaſures ſo ſtrenuouſly, that they P. 12. l. 
cannot think him ſo inconſiſtent, as to 8. 
uſe the utmoſt Efforts of his Rhetorick, 


in urging them to do a Thing he never 
intended they ſhould do. So that they are 

determined to attribute his Prophecies, to 
| Diſappointment and the Spirit of Oppoſi- 
tion, and his Pains in attempting to undo 
them, knowingly and wittingly, as they 


term it, to a Political Regeneration, agree- p. 9. I.. 


able to your own Phraſe. 


I could wiſh, I muſt own, that you had 


inſtructed me ſomewhat better in regard to 


this Point, which I find your Letter through- 


out does, in Fact, give room to ſtart, and 
that as you ate, upon the whole, very fair 
and candid in your Overtures touching my 


L---d's Meetings with the Party, you had 
given me ſome Eclairciſſement concerning 
the Plan propoſed to be purſued, in a View 
to attain ſo deſirable an Object, as a Peace. 
A pacifick Diſpoſition in general, without 
previouſly planning out the Means to pro- 
cure a Pacification, upon honourable and 
advantageous Terms, is within the reach 
of every circumſcribed Genius. No doubt 


therefore, although you are intirely filent 
upon this Subject, but His L—p brought 
ſome excellent Scheme upon the Carpet, 
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[ 6] 
which the P—ms had either not Senſe 
enough to underſtand, or Honeſty to adopt 
and carry into Execution, 


Notions of Juſtice and Injuſtice, Right, 
and Wrong, mi 06 we Treaſon, are a 


good deal local; I whe am born and bred 


a Republican, do find my L—d4's and your 
Principles on that Head extremely conſo- 


nant with my own; ſo that the little A- 


necdote of the Practices attempted on your 
So - edify me exceſſively. To com- 


pel a mighty Monarch to alter his Meaſures, 


Do. l. 24. 


upon a Scheme inveſtigated in Conformity 
to his own Humour, fomented and encou- 
raged by inceſſant Profeſſions of the ſtrict- 
eſt Adherence to his Sentiments, is what 


his Lordſhip muſt have had an unſpeakable 


Pleaſure in deviſing; and great muſt be 
his Satisfaction in relating the Attempt, 
although it has hitherto proved unſucceſsful, 
Non tam turpe fuit vinci quam contendi ſſe 
decorum, Vet, would you believe it, ſome 
of our weak Brethren here brand this 


Behaviour with moſt opprobrious Names ; 


and they are ſtrongly of Opinion, that 
ſuch Deſigns exiſted in no Brain but his 
L 
a deep Concern for the King, and apply 
on this Occaſion Guicciardini's Maxim, 


Ogui 


p's: They ſimply enough expreſs 


1 


Ogni volta che un Prencipe, ſara confighato, 
da Molti ſara preda da tutti; but theſe are 


ſhallow Polinitians + KXenophon could mean, 
in my Apprehenſion, nothing more by that 


excellent Saying, oAANO Zaointog op) 2A wet X26 | 
roh ore, but that a King ought to have 


a great Number of Miniſters ; tor it would 
be abſurd to allot Princes more than two 


Ears, and two Eyes, and thoſe at moſt ; 


yet I muſt own, as grateful and flattering 
as a Device of this kind would have been 


to me, I ſhould not ſo readily have de- 


So leſt ſome ſqueamiſh Conſciences 
ſhould adorn ſuch a Conduct with ugly 
Epithets, whilſt on the other Hand, the 
whole political Fry would of courſe eſ- 
teem it highly imprudent to ſuffer a De- 
ſign of this kind to tranſpire, as ſo pub- 
lick a Declaration would, in all human 
Probability, prevent the like ever being 
perpetrated, at leaſt, in reſpect to the Per- 
ſon upon whom it was intended to be prac- 
tiſed ; and indeed I do remember an [tahan 


Saying, in that Taſte, Fate Male, e non lo 


dite, Dite Bene e non lo Fate. But for my 
own part, I do implicitly believe, that fo 


great a Man as my L—d, could not fin fo 
much againſt his Intereſt, without the 


Certainty of gaining, by ſuch means, ſome 
very 


yulged a Concert and Practice upon my 
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very eſſential Point, which doubtleſs Time 
will ſhew. Were it only for the Sake of 
the refined Syſtem of Policy our good 
L- d enter'd into, I mean preparing un- 
proſperous Iſſues, raiſing Difficulties, and 
occafioning Diſtreſſes, methinks I could for- 
give almoſt any Crime : What an extenſive 
Scope of Mind muſt that Man have, what 
a Steadineſs of Temper, who can behold, 
oculo irretorto, Fleets wrecked, Armies cut 
to pieces, Treafures waſted, and whole 
Nations groaning under the Severities of 
Diſtreſs, and the Streights of Poverty ; 
whilſt he cooly proceeds in the View of 
compaſſing the great, the glorious End of 
-diſplacing a Miniſter, and ſubmitting 
a wiſe King to his Arbitrary Dictates? 


But, 2 propos, I have been puzling my 
Brain to find out the Meaning of a Word 
you have borrowed from the French, but 
in what View I can't tell, nor do I know 
by what Authority you make it a Verb; 
I mean the Word Op:matre : It is an Ad- 
jective, and applicable to obſtinate, poſitive, 
perverſe, wilful, and conceited Perſons, 
I thought your Senate had leſs than ever, 
merited an Epithet fo derogatory of their 
Wiſdom, and you muſt ſurely have had 
ſome Body in your Thoughts, who is ob- 
noxious 


* 


[9] 
noxious. to this Failure, and by an Ab- 
ſence, common to great Wits, inadver- 
rently dropp'd the Expreſſion from your 
Pen, | | 


I am afraid there is another Lapſus Cala- 
mi in your Epiſtle, when you tell us, that 


it is very difficult to talk a Dutchman into p. ro. l. 15 


Senti ments of Generoſity and Difintereſted- 


neſs. This Expreſſion has greatly revolted 


ſome of our grave Men, who think they 
remark the Flow and Exuberancy of Wit 
of a certain Perſonage, in your Lucubrations, 


and more particularly by the Itching, you 


betray for Antitheſes, Punns, Prophaneneſs, 
&c. and they don't ſcruple to ſay, that rather 
than to loſe your Joke, you would loſe not 
only your Friend, but even your God. It 
is true, ſay they, my L— has been very 
beneficent to us here, and raiſed many a 
Family ; but have we not given publick 
Teſtimonies of our Gratitude, by erecting 
Buildings to his Honour, and calling them 


4 by his * Name? 


* Hotel 
de Ch *® 


| — 25 55 at the 
They cannot come into a Notion, that Hague. 


a Wit can be made a Dupe, or a Dupe a p. 10 


Wit. One of our French Poets, in the 
Cabal, upon reading this Part of your 
Letter, was ſuddenly ſeized with a poetical 
| B Phrenſy, 


1.9. 


L 10 
Phrenſy, and running about the Coffee- 
Room, cry'd, Je le tiens, Je le trens! A 
Calm inſtantiy ſucceeded this Heliconian 
Storm, and after having pauſed a while, he 
delivered the ſollowing Epigram, 


My Lord ſe fait ici tout blanc de on Epee, 
De noir qu'il nous paroit dans ſa belle Equi- 
ec | 


Contrafte Mervei leux! Qui le peint en Ide. 


Yon may judge by this, who is ſuſpect- 
ed to be the Author of this Apology; or, 
as they call it, retorted Accuſation, for we 
can coin Words upon Occaſion, as well as 
ſome of our Neighbours, 


There is one Thing however, for which 
our curious Country-men ought to hold his 
L——p in the higheſt Eſteem, and Ve- 
neration ; I mean the cauſing, or at leaſt, 
permitting your Letter to be publickly 
handed about; for had not your liberal 
Pen, preſented us with the Detail of. all 
the Deſigns, Maxims, Arts, Contrivances 
and Operations of the B Ct, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that any other Member of that 
ſelect Council, would have been ſo com- 
municative to the World. 


This 


4601-4 
This Obligation I alledged in the before- 
mentioned political Meeting, but mark 


the Effect it had in the following Argument 


urg'd by one of our Burgomaſters. 


© If we credit your Intelligence, ſaid he, 
* ſoon after his L Was appointed 
in the Station, we all know he had an 
Eye to, for many Years, he enter'd into 


© a Confederacy, or whatever you will 


« pleaſe to call it, agreeable to his Friend's 
Declaration, and tor the Ends andPurpoles 
related by this Amanuenſis. It is repre- 
+ ſented there, that the Plan of Operations 
for this political Campaign, wes framed 
© and digeſted by the P ,, and after- 


< wards offered to his Lordſhi ip, and his. 


Aſſociates; that having made the neceffary 
0 Diſpoſitions, every one repaired to his re- 
ſpective Poſt ; that after ſome ſlight Skir- 
© miſhes between Hope, Fear, Flattery, 
© Deceit, Falſhood, Colluſion, 2 Sc. Sc. 
a general Engagement enſued, wherein all 
the Mines of unpreſperous Iſues Diſap- 


pointments, Difficulties, and unſucceſsful 


Negociations, were to be ſprung at once; 
* what a fair, what a glotious Opportunity 
© had his L— then of becoming the 
Boſom Favourite of his So-——, (who 
has as b frier a Senſe of Juſtice as any Man) 

B 2 e by 


— 4 


A 


12 
by guarding and ſecuring him againſt this 
intended ſecret Aſſault, and diſcloſing theſe 
undermining Practices: . His L 


N 


A 


* moſt inconteſtible Proofs of his juſt Alle- 
giance, thecleareſt Indications of Honeſty 
and good Senfe, and would have become 
Conſpicuous for the moſt refined, yet the 
* moſtvirtuous Policy. What a Scope would 
he then have had thus ſingly poſſeſſed of 
the R— Ear, to exert his all- ſufficient 
© Talents, in bringing about a glorious Peace 
by juſt and honourable Means, upon a ſo- 
* lid Baſis, a permanent Foundation. Who- 
© ever had not divided with him, would 


A 


_ 


have profeſſed a Separation from all ſocial 


* Virtues, and incurred the Ridicule that 


C becomes the juſt Tribute of Time-ſerving 


Views, the Shame and Diſhonour that 
© attend, even the Succeſſes of the Vicious, 
© and the Curſes of all Mankind, whoſe 
Mbiſeries they were preparing, merely to 

« protract an Eaſe, that the moſt minute 
Pain diſturbs, a popular Favour that a 
« fingle Word invalidates, Gratifications 
* which die in their Birth, and vaniſh into 
© Smoak, when the Calm of Reaſon ſuc- 
© ceeds the Hurricane of a frantick Ima- 
6 gination. 


From 


would have given at the ſame Time, the 


1 
From hence this Magiſtrate haſtily drew 
the following Inference, that as he could 
not think His L— would have ſlipped 
* ſuch an Opportunity of arriving at the 
Summit of Honour and Preferment, he 
* muſt conclude the whole Subſtance of 
© this pretended League and Confederacy, 


«© would be deemed a meer romantick 


« Suggeſtion, calculated to amuſe the Pub- 
© lick, and entertain the Mob, Nay ad- 
ded he, opening his Eyes, and knitting 
his Brow, © it was expected, that by the 

© Addreſs, and Suppleneſs, my L— is 


* Maſter of, he would rivet himſelf ſo 


« cloſe into R-] Favour, as gradually to 
remove thoſe, who had procured him 
the firſt Acceſs to his Perſon. 


The poor old Man, agitated himſelf fo 
much, by enforcing the Strength of his 
Argument, with all the outward Indica- 

tions of Sincerity in his Geſture, that 
wiping off the Sweat from his Grey Locks, 
and livid Cheeks, occaſioned a ſhort Pa- 
roxiſm, in this conſtitutional Fever. But 
he ſoon reſumed the Diſcourſe, in theſe 
Terms, | 


© Whatever deviates from the invariable 


* Rules of ſtrict Juſtice, and ſolid Reaſon, 


muſt 


p. 13. J. 7. 


* 


* 
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muſt be judged unbecoming a virtuous, 
and generous Man. To attack an . 
nemy, Aquis viribus, is generous and 
fair; to do it when his Strength is infe- 
rior, may ſtill be lawful, becauſe he 
ought not to expoſe himſelf to the Re- 
ſentment of one, who has ſuch a Supe- 
r10rity, but to fall upon a Man who has 


no Strength, no Weapon, he can oppoſe 


in his Defence, is the Sum of all Puſil- 


lanimity, the pooreſt State Sanaborzſin 
of theſe Sancho Times. 


© It has always been a Per uiſite belong- 
ing to Miniſters in England, to be reviled 
and inſulted, whilſt in Place, becauſe in 
Fact, it is like engaging a Man, whoſe 
Hands are tied up : For this Reaſon, 
continued he, my L- d, as he is here 
repreſented, finding the Taſk too hard 
and arduous, for his roving Mind, and 
the Load of publick Affairs, too heavy 
tor his libertine Shoulders. 


Dimittit auriculas ut iniquæ mentis Ajellus 


Cum gravius dos ſo ſubit onus. 


c 


« He ſhoots his Rubbiſh, as he may 


call it, and ſhakes off his Fetters, in 


order to play a ſafe, and ſure Card: He 
now 


2 
* now flings Dirt, with both his Hands, 
©. certain that Lane will ſtick ; retorts his 


matkably ſteady to his original profeſſed 
Attachment ; and. by laviſhly retailing 


nipotent Mob, {ſecures an Intereſt i in their 
Hearts and Affections, which is the true 
© Philoſophers Stone, attempted i in all His 
c L 8 Empyrical Proceſſes. 


But Sir, reply d I, don't you imagine, 
that this genuine Letter, contains a faithful 
Account of the Miniſters Schemes, and 
Attempts, and granting that, have they 
not in Fact juſtly incurred publick Cenſure; 
had not his L----p therefore a Right, to 
complain of their Proceedings? and ſure 
if he eſtabliſhes their guilt, he vindicates 
his own Conduct.---- Hold Sir, rejoin'd 
my old Friend, was not His Lo----p, 
© at leaſt, is he not here painted, as a 

« principal Actor in theſe pretended diſin- 


c genuous Methods? and if ſo, would you 


* plead the very Thing in his excuſe, that 
in the Opinion of all honeſt, and diſ- 
paſſionate Men, pronounces bim guilty, 
© let never ſo great, or little Share of the 
Charge fall to his Aﬀociates ? 


In 


own Verſatility, one of the molt re- p. 21. l. 28 


© the. Secrets of the Ca—t, to the om-y.12.1.17 
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* In this Light, had his R- M---r, 
whom he approached, only to deceive 
him; his Aſſociates, whom he deſerted, 
only becauſe he could not deceive them ; 
known his Intentions, and foreſtalled his 
Deſigns, they could not have judged 
better, than by the Reluctance, they 
have ſhewn, to open their Hearts, and 


truſt their Secrets to his 7wo-edged Wiſs 
dom :---Nor could they, aſſiſted by their 


good Genius, have acted a more prudent 
Part, than furniſhing His L-—, with 
an Opportunity of becoming Feb de ſe ; 
which he. has fairly done, by giving his 
Sanction to a Performance, wherein, 


in the midſt of the moſt glaring Contra- 


ditions, He himſelf appears the great- 
eſt; where his vaunted Wit and Pene- 
tration are repreſented, dwindling into a 


childiſh Simplicity, and at once again, 
grown up into a Gigantick and Herculean 


Strength and Vigour : Where, indeed, 
plain Honeſty, humble Integrity are no 


where attempted to ſhine, but Popularity 


every where artfully ſtudied, and meanly 
courted. Tis eaſy, horribly eaſy, partially 
to relate a Converſation, or particular 
Anecdote, and wrelt it to an unfair Pur- 
poſe, if all the Reaſons, Motives, and 

4. Cir- 


17 
Citcumſtances that attended the Occaſion, 
3 maliciouſſy ſuppreſſed, eſpecially, 
© when it is known that none of theſe will, 
© or can be urged in Vindication of the 
Charge, and to retort the Imputation of 
n Guilt. Fo. 


Indeed, continued Mynbeer, gaſping 
© for Breath, as to what he has done, in 
* his own Country, let his Conſcience an- 


© ſwer for his Behaviour, or a proper Share 


© of Contrition, as well as Refignation, 
© atone for his Miſconduct; but I do averr 
© it upon the Face of the Letter before us, 
© he has violated the Laws of Hoſpitality, 
in attempting to enſnare us into Meaſures, 
* Which he declares, he always determined 
to be the fatal Criſis of our Ruin. 


c «If he quitted the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs at ſo critical a Juncture, it was to 
ſupport and keep alive his favourite Pop 
* pularity; and I confeſs, I can obſerve 
no other Drift, no greater Object in this 
* cabaliſtical Performance ; I call your 
* Friend's Epiſtle by that Name, ſaid he, 
* turning to me, becauſe Letters, or at 
© moſt the Connexion of a few Syllables, 


© artfully diſpoſed, and exprefling particular 


c Sounds, are Calculated to work miraculous 


. odds, 
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[18] 
Ends, and previouſly to diſpoſe the Mind, 
to preparatory Impreſſions in the Reve- 
rence due to the Phenomena, intended 
to be exhibited on the deluſive Scene; 
and the ſacred Name of Jebovah muſt 
be kept in reſerve, till the greateſt Won- 


der extant, in the Power of Thaumatur- 


gicks, 1s to be performed, to-wit, ſtupi- 


tying a ſenfible Nation, enſlaving free 


Minds, and propagating a new Syſtem 
of Bigotry, I mean an implicit p aith, 
a blind Adherence to the looſe and inco- 
herent Principles of a profeſſed A- 
theiſt. To return to the Purpoſe; this 


Conduct argues a Want of Sicadineſs in 


the arduous Situation of Affairs, and be- 
trays a Heart not ſufficiently fenced and 
guarded by Horace's Murus aheneus. In 
fine, no Regeneration of the Nature of 
his L 's firſt and ſecond Regeneration, 

for he has undergone two, in a ſhort Space 
of Time, will ever entitle him to that 
imaginary Bumortality, which he purſues 
with more Ambition, than Judgment. 
I ſhall conclude with his Character in 
his laſt political Operations, as they are 


exhibited by your Friend; whatever may 


be the Deception of his Boaſts, be came 
in like a Lion, and went out like a Lamb. 


Hereupon, the good old Man ſet up a 


Horſe- 


[ 19 ] 
Horſe-laugh, and expectorated plentifully, 
which in this Country 1s an Equivalent 
to the Latin Word Dixi. As I was 
attempting to make a Reply to my Burgo- 
maſter's warm Expoſtulations, a Gentleman 
not a little eſteemed here, on account of 
his judicious Travels and Application to 
Affairs, ſtepp'd in between us, and with a 
tolerable Compoſure of Mind told me, 
© he had been attentive to our Debate, and 
© that he would endeavour to ſet us right. 
Sir, ſaid he, that my L — is poſſeſſed 
of Wit and Abilities, is fo far beyond 


8 0 A 


it, 1 ſhould only be the more apprehen- 
five of his practiſing them upon me. 
His Talents are uncommon ; his Merit 
is tranſcendent ; his Deportment amiable; 


* A . 


and ever new. Diſcernment is ſo natural 
a Concomitant of theſe Qualifications, 
a tolerable Intuition ſo reaſonable an 
Attendant of a Mind thus endowed, that 
in my firm Opinion, he could not eaſily 
be over-reached, nor do I ſee that he, 
or any one on his Behalf, can poſſibly 
have a lawful Cauſe to urge that Subject 
of Complaint againſt his laſt Aſſociates, 


„ A 


c 
c 
c 
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c 
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that he propoſed to make his own Con- 
— 8 2 « ditions, 


Doubt, that were he himſelf to diſown 


and his Converſation extremely taking, 


He owns he obtained no Terms, andp, 6.1.24. 
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ditions, when he had gained ſufficient 
Ground; upon his deſerting them, they 
kept their Ground, and their Terms; 
theſe were their lawfal Poſſeſſions, and 
as his Attempt to invade their Right, 
proved fruitleſs, there needed neither 
Claim, nor Reſtitution on either Side, 
till His L -—, or ſome opiniatre Inge- 
meur, raiſed a new Kind of Battery. 
But I pray God he may not periſh in this 
ſtrange Work, as the poor Marquiſs de 
Santa Cruz did before Oran, in a new 
Sort of Fort he had cauſed to be erected, 
agreeable to his peculiar Notions of F or- 
tification, * 


] am more and more convinced, conti- 
nued he, that Wit, when compared with 
true Wiſdom and ſolid Senſe, reſembles 


thoſe accidental Vegetations that are pro- 


duced in Chymical Operations; which 


although they bear the Shape and Form of 


various Plants, Flowers, &c. they are ſtill 
but a faint and ſuperficial Image of what 


they /mulate, as they are deſtitute of the 


ang 9 Taſte, Smell, Colour, and other 
eſſential Virtues, that form their Efficacy, 
and conſtitute their Worth, 


Your 


* Santa Cruz wrote a Treatiſe on Mi lia Art in 
Spaniſh. 
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Thoſe who a native Stock of Honour boaſt, 
In ſpight of Intereſt, will continue juſt; 
Unaw'd by Power, uninfluenc'd by 7 
1s not the Man equally bought and ſold, 
Who blindly yields to Vengeance, or to Gold? 
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moderated his Spleen, and ſoftened his 
Reflections; in that Caſe, the World 


as are Matter of domeſtick Broils and 
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© Your Correſpondent's Paſſions are too 
violent; the Tide of his Reſentment 
runs. too high; whatever might be the 
Provocation given, he ought to have 


might poſſibly have entertained a more 


favourable Opinion of his Candour and 
Rectitude. 


© Temper moſt commonly indicates 
* Veracity and Impartiality. To proceed 
upon the Merits of the Letter, you have 
communicated to us; I ſhall not pretend 
to undertake the Diſcuſſion of ſuch Points 


Diſputes; I am not upon the Spot, and 
therefore cannot determine who deſerves 
Blame, or who is juſtly entitled to Praiſe; 
nor ſhall I dive into the Motives of Ex- 
peditions concerted, or retarded ; but in 
regard to the great Streſs of Accuſation, 
that ſeems to be laid upon the preſent 


< Miniſters, 


9 


AN 


coming into E 


[ 22 ] 
Miniſters, for not coming eagerly into a 
Peace, upon the firſt looſe, or perhaps, 
only fifting Overtures, made by the 
French or Spamard:, I muſt widely differ 
from your Correſpondent's Sentiments ; 
which I hope for our Advantage, the 
Credit, and indeed, the Welfare of 
G—— B-—-, are not conſonant with 
the preſent Principles and Diſpoſition of 
that Nation. We moſt of us preſent, 
remember the Effect, which the con- 


cluding the Treaty of Utrecht, had upon 


our Minds; what a Coldneſs and Diffi- 


dence it raiſed in us; and no doubt, but 


the Remembrance of that Event, has 
not made us a Bit the more fot ward, in 
Meaſures in this laſt 
War, Manet alta mente repoſtum. I 
therefore greatly applaud the preſent 
Firmneſs of the E—— Council, in not 
giving up the Game, with that eager, 


and unguarded Haſte, your Friend ſeems 
to recommend; and J hope it beſpeaks 


ſome great Deſign upon the Carpet, no 


leſs than a general Pacification. Affairs 
in Europe, are in ſo entangled a Situation, 


clogged with ſo many Claims, Diſputes 
and Pretenſions, actual and eventual, that 
unleſs a general Peace be procured, be- 
tween all the contending and pretending 

N Parties; 


231 
© Parties; and the Sanction and Acceſſion 
© of the mediating Powers, be employed 
© to conſolidate a future univerſal Treaty; 


f 
what can be expected by partially ad- 
juſting Matters, but a ſhort-liv'd Suſpen- 8 
fſion of Arms, ſuddenly ſucceeded by a 
© more bloody and laſting War, than the 
© preſent ; leſs liable to be accomodated, 
© as there will be more Injuries to be atoned 
© for, more Differences to be reconciled, 
© and more Infractions to be repaired. 


* Theſe were the Motives, that induced 
© thoſe. wiſe and great Men in the laſt 
Century, Mazarine and Oxenſtiern, to 
© reconcile all Differences at once, by ſolid 
and reaſonable, although arduous Expe- 
dients. Several private Treaties have been 
* attempted, and indeed concluded many 
© Years before, which were ever renewing, 
becauſe conſtantly broke; but Europe 
never felt the leaſt Degree of Tranquility, 
« till the general Pacification, and Treaty 
bat Munſter, and Oſnabrug, in the Year 
1648, which ought to be eſteemed the 
true Paragon, the grand Rule of Action, 
in all future Treaties and Negociations, 
Let us examine how Matters ſtand at ö 
* this Juncture; what Blows have been 
* given to the Germanick Conſtitution ; g 
* what ö 
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what Attempts made contrary to Jaltive, . % 
Equity, Reaſon, not only in that, but 
alſo in many other Parts of the World 1 


to what a low Ebb publick Faith is re- 


duced ; what the Sum and Subſtance, 


of all Maxims of State amounts to; and 
upon an impartial Retroſpection, and 


Survey of this kind, let us fairly deter- 


mine, whether this Crifis is not more 
delicate than the famous- Epocha in 
Queſtion. . If the Diſeaſe therefore is 


allowed to be as raging and malignant, 
it is high time, we ſhould lay afide all 


Palliatives, and apply the Remedy, that 


Experience has confirmed to be the only 


powerful and effectual Panacea, 


© That this may be the View of the 


B—ſ M——rs is poflible ; and that 


the K— Steadineſs in the vigorous Pur- 
ſait of a War, may be occaſioned by ſo 


generous, ſo glorious a Motive, is more 


than probable, from various authentick 
Accounts, from ſtrong Circumſtances, 


and natural Concluſions; but whatever 
may be the extenſive Scope of his Inten- 
tions, or the Object of his unwearied 


Endeavours, they are likely to remain 
unpenetrable Secrets ; —For as by the 
Laws of England, it is wiſely Ms 
that 
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!s robbed of 
the Merit of any Action, tie Glory of 
any Deſigns for which private Perſons 
might be rendered Conſpicuqus, endear d 
to the Love and Affection of heir Friends 
and Countrymen, and entitled to the 
Admiration of all Mankind. F hence 


a © „ a a 


© it happens, ridiculouſly enough, that he 


alone, is ſuffer d to be ſlandered with 
Impunity. 


I was proceeding to give you a faithful 
Narrative of the Sequel of this Converſa- 


tion, and what indeed is very material, 
my Reply to all the ſtrong Arguments, 
urged in Oppdlition. to the Doctrine and 
Practice contain d in your Epiſtle ; but 
the Poſt is ſetting out, and more Time has 
been ſpent in preparing my Anſwer, than 
I expected; therefore I An 


haſtily conolude, 


Dear Six, 


' YOURS, & 


* rong, ſo by 


for the preſegt 
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